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ABSTRACT
4( «)B Dao De Jingwvassaid to bewritten arouncthe 6th century BC blaozi. The text is he
philosophy of @oism and other schools such as Legalism amelbConfucianism.It is also
essentialin Chinese religios such as religious adismand Chinese BuddhismThis Chinese
English version is compiled from the public domain Chinesel Englishtexts at Project
GuternbergThe English translation was by James Legge
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Chapter 1

1. The Tao that can be trodden is not the enduring and unchanging Tao. The name that can be
named is not the enduring and unchaggiame.

2. (Conceived of as) having no name, it is the Originator of heaven and earth; (conceived of as)
having a name, it is the Mother of all things.

3. Always without desire we must be found, If its deep mystery we would sound; But if desire
always wthin us be, Its outer fringe is all that we shall see.

4. Under these two aspects, it is really the same; but as development takes place, it receives the
different names. Together we call them the Mystery. Where the Mystery is the deepest is the gate
of all that is subtle and wonderful.
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